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NEWS FROM MINNESOTA COMMUNITIES CARING FOR CHILDREN
(MCCC)
2016 Pinwheels for Prevention Awards!
Each year, Minnesota Communities Caring for
Children (MCCC) spotlights statewide tribes
and communities that have consistently
worked to create safe and healthy
environments for children and families with
our Pinwheels for Prevention Awards.
A Pinwheels for Prevention Award is presented

to the Wright County Board. Pictured above are
This year we awarded Olmsted County as well
(from left): Commissioner Pat Sawatzke,
as Recovery is Happening in Rochester,
Commissioner Chris Husom, Abby Dahl,
development coordinator for Crisis Nursery
Douglas County and Circle of Parents in
serving Wright County, Commissioner Mike
Alexandria, Lake County, Grant County, Crow
Potter, Commissioner Mark Daleiden, and Roxy
Wing County, Dodge/Steele/Waseca Counties,
Foster of Minnesota Communities Caring for
Children. (Photo by Ed DuBois)
Stearns County, Wright County, CAP Agency
(Scott and Carver Counties), and Community Health and CHI St. Joseph's Health in
Park Rapids (Hubbard County). The work these communities, agencies, and
partnerships are doing are changing the lives of children for our future and deserve
a huge THANK YOU for all they do!

2016 Gala "Stand for Children"!
Our 2016 Gala "Stand for Children" was held on Saturday,
April 9, 2015 at the beautiful Minikahda Club in
Minneapolis. It was a wonderful event, and we sincerely
thank our sponsors and our guests. Guests came out to
show support for child abuse and neglect preventive
programs which benefit children, families, and
communities in Minnesota! Through the heartfelt
generosity of many supporters, we raised over $70,000!
The Burron-Campbell Innovation Award recognizes
organizations that help young people build resilience so
they can grow into a healthy adulthood. The second annual

Victoria Karpeh accepting the
Champions for Children award
from MCCC's Chief Executive

Officer Shelley Jacobson.
award was presented to Home Free Shelter for its
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Officer Shelley Jacobson.
award was presented to Home Free Shelter for its
commitment to supporting the relationships between
mothers and children in the midst of the trauma of domestic violence.

The Champions for Children Award is given out to individuals and organizations for
work that supports our mission to empower individuals and communities to stop
child abuse and neglect before it starts through awareness, education, support and
leadership for action. This year's recipients were Joanna Woolman, Victoria Karpeh,
Clint and Beth Doroff, and the Child Protection Clinic at Mitchell l Hamline.
In her Keynote Speech, the Director of the Parent Mentor Program, Larene Randle,
shared her story of pain, resiliency, and accountability. Many in the room were
moved to tears with her raw honesty about how Child Protective Services (CPS) has
impacted her and her family. Larene's dedication to centering the voices and
recognizing the experiences of parents who've been impacted by CPS as
a legitimate form of knowledge is rooted in her own experiences. We at MCCC are
humbled and honored by her presence on our team.Click HERE to see some amazing
photographs from our event.

Clint and Beth Doroff accepting the
Champions for Children award from
MCCC's Chief Executive Officer
Shelley Jacobson.

Joanna Woolman accepting the
Champions for Children award from
MCCC's Chief Executive Officer
Shelley Jacobson.

Carlein Cloutier accepting the BuronCampbell Innovation Award for
Home Free Shelter from MCCC's
Chief Executive Officer Shelley
Jacobson.

Let's Play Ball!
MCCC ended Child Abuse Prevention Month in a very
big way - at Target Field with the Minnesota Twins on
April 30th! Prevent Child Abuse America was
encouraging all state chapters to plant pinwheel
gardens in an iconic, recognizable location in April to
raise awareness for child abuse prevention efforts. We
decided to gather a group to hold pinwheels for our photo - and Target Field was a
great place to do that!
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Baseball enthusiast wave their pinwheels, the
national symbol for child abuse prevention, at the
game. (Photo by Zoe Johnson)

Let's play some ball and wave some
pinwheels! (Photo by Chris
Pommerenke)

THE FACES BEHIND THE WORK
Introducing Maxine Freedman, MCCC's ACE
Interface Student Evaluator
Maxine Freedman is a student who will be interviewing
members of our ACE Interface network this summer as
part of a story capture/evaluation project. Members of the
training network should expect to hear from Maxine soon
about setting up an interview.
Hi everyone!
My name is Maxine Freedman, and I'm a sophomore at
Macalester College in St. Paul. I'm originally from Chicago,
Illinois but have loved getting to know the Twin Cities over
the past two years.
At Macalester, I study political science, Spanish, biology, and international
development. I love to play the violin, and I'm an avid reader. I have a younger sister
named Sophie who still lives in Chicago, but I secretly hope that she's going to
decide she loves Macalester and ends up here in St. Paul with me.
This summer, I'll be working with MCCC on an evaluation of their presenter training
program. In particular, we're interested in what the impact of learning about the ACE
study has been for you and for your community. We want to know:
What has been the value of this curriculum for you?
What are you able to do with this knowledge that you couldn't do before?
In order answer these questions, I will be conducting interviews with presenters over
the course of the summer.
If you have any questions, feel free to email me at mfreedm1@macalester.edu.
Maxine

Meet Parent Leadership for Child Safety & Permanency (PLCSP)
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1124582693529&format=html&print=true
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Meet Parent Leadership for Child Safety & Permanency (PLCSP) Team
Member, Board Member, and recipient of the Champions for Children
Award - Victoria Karpeh
What led you to join PLCSP?
I joined the PLCSP in direct response of my passion for working with families both as
a professional and a volunteer. I wanted to learn about the landscape of the work
being done to prevent families from entering the child welfare stronghold.

What areas of your life have been impacted by PLCSP and
how?
All areas of my life have been impacted by PLCSP in more ways than I
had anticipated. The different monthly trainings have added to my
knowledge base. I have also been impacted by the thoughtfulness of
the parent leaders and the opportunities to connect and be educated.

What has been your greatest learning in the past two years as part of your
PLCSP journey?
I have come to accept that my passion for working with families in many different
aspects is the fuel that drives me to learn more, be present for difficult
conversations, listen, and most importantly focus on the strategies of attaining the
goals for making prevention the core message of why I am passionate about working
with families.

When you are done with your time with PLCSP, how will you use what you
have learned in the future?
My goal is to apply what I have learned during my time with PLCSP as a scaffold to
incorporate preventive strategies into Legacy Family Center's model for direct
services.

What excites you about serving on the MCCC Board of Directors?
I am excited about everything when it comes to serving on MCCC Board of Directors.
I wanted to participate in the kitchen of the organization just to learn why the
ingredients were chosen to make the pie that was brought to the table before I sat at
the table to eat it. I do not want to just be at the table to make decisions. I want to
pick the ingredients as well. That is exciting!!!!
Is there anything else you would like us to know?
I am looking forward to learning how to plant the seed that eventually becomes the
base for prevention.

PREVENTION INITIATIVES
Updates from the Metro Area
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1124582693529&format=html&print=true
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Updates from the Metro Area
Our Director of Prevention Initiatives-Metro Area, Lisa
Deputie, was invited to attend the East side
Neighborhood Fair to raise awareness for Child Abuse
Prevention Month at John A Johnson Elementary. The
Home Free's Child Abuse Prevention
Child Abuse Prevention Resource Fair hosted by Home
Resource Fair Participants
Free Bettered Women's Shelter at Crystal Community
Center also extended an invention to MCCC to act as a community resource.
Community member came out for information on how to keep their children and
families healthy and safe.
Lisa also attended the MN School for Social Workers Association Conference
(MSSWA)at TIES Center to provide leadership, gather and disseminate information,
and advocate for children.

Lisa at East Side
Neighborhood Fair

Lisa at Home Free's
Resource Fair

Our table for MN School for
Social Worker Association
Conference.

Town Hall on Racial Equity for Women & Girls of
Color
Community members gathered at a town hall at Saint
Paul College on Wednesday, April 27th to discuss
the unique challenges that women and girls of color
face in Minnesota despite being essential
contributors to our state's economic and social
health. MCCC's Director of Parent Leadership and
author of the Women of Color Opportunities Act
(WOCAOA), Rena Moran and Lt. Governor Tina
Smith collaborated to explore solutions by centering
the voices of women of color themselves, raise
awareness, and lay the foundation for legislation to help amend these
injustices.
Updates from the Northwest Area
Hello, from the great northwest! There has been so
many wonderful things happening in my region
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1124582693529&format=html&print=true
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many wonderful things happening in my region
and I'll do my best to share the excitement by
breaking it down into communities.
Crow Wing County has been super busy. In
January, Lakes Area Circle of Parents-Brainerd
began their Circle of Parents group at the
Washington Education Building in Brainerd. This
comes on the heels of a lot of hard work by a very
dedicated advisory team and the cooperation and
support of the Brainerd School District, Community
Education, Crow Wing County Collaborative Service
Team, and excellent volunteers. I am excited for
the support and outreach the group has done and
am looking forward to seeing this group grow.
New connections are always being made and the advisory team has forward-thinking
ideas to expand into additional groups - serving even more families and caregivers!
As part of Lakes Area Circle of Parents' outreach, the group is collaborating with
Crow Wing Energized to share information on Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)
with community members. Crow Wing Energized recently trained its own group of
ACEs presenters this past winter and truly recognize the importance of sharing this
knowledge with others in order to better serve families and help create stronger
communities. The collaboration between Crow Wing Energized and Lakes Area Circle
of Parents continued as they hosted two community showings of School of Paper
Tigers, the powerful documentary that followed students at an alternative high
school which radically changed its approach to disciplining students and becoming a
model for how to break the cycles of poverty, violence, and disease that affect
families. Panel discussions after the viewings included members of the special
education team, law enforcement, mental/behavioral health, and social services.
Hubbard County has taken on the challenge of becoming a trauma-informed
community. In April, CHI St. Joseph's Health of Park Rapids hosted two amazing ACEs
presentations with Peacemaker Resources of Bemidji. Well over 120 people were in
attendance! The response to the ACEs information was stunning, with attendees
bravely sharing their experiences and dedicating themselves to changing the future.
The ongoing resources in the Park Rapids area, including the FATHER Project,
continue to make such a difference in the lives of children and families and I am so
honored to be involved!
In Beltrami County, Becky Dale (our esteemed Chief Operating Officer) lead a panel
discussion at Bemidji State University and Peacemaker Resources's showing of Paper
Tigers. The really exciting part of this is the involvement of Bemidji State's
Department of Social Work. To be able to reach these future professionals is vital to
helping strengthen our families!
This past winter, the Grant County Child and Youth Council and Early Childhood
Initiative hosted a presentation on Emotional Intelligence and Understanding ACEs.
Becky Dale, I, and one of our parent leaders, Bri Stevens, presented information on
well-being, emotional intelligence, neuroscience (brain development), ACEs, and
resilience. While the weather that day was a bit off-putting, we had a good
attendance and participation from everyone!
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1124582693529&format=html&print=true
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In the Alexandria/Douglas County area, there have been some very dedicated folks
who have been working diligently on reforming their advisory team for Circle of
Parents. Over the past few months, we have been recruiting new members to the
advisory team, with the knowledge that a strong board is vital to supporting healthy
Circle of Parents groups and creating sustainability for this empowering resource.
The area is ripe for Circle of Parents support, with an already-existing strong
father's program, and we are looking forward to restarting the parent's group and
adding a teen-parent's group to the area.
This is just a small highlight of some of the amazing work that has been happening
in my region. I am so extraordinarily honored to be a part of this and to work with
the amazing people involved. If you are interested in getting involved or learning
more please contact Mary Weaver, Director of Prevention Initiatives-Northwestern,
MN at mweaver@pcamn.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Join us for Happy Hour in May!
The Minnesota Communities Caring for Children Board of
Directors cordially invites you to attend our upcoming Happy
Hour meet-and-greet event.
We all know that Minnesota spring brings a new surprise everyday with the weather.
Come celebrate warmer weather at a lively-but-low-key-after-work gathering, to
sample beer, share in appetizers and conversation, and learn more about Minnesota
Communities Caring for Children, home of Prevent Child Abuse Minnesota, and how
you might join in our important work with parents and children throughout
Minnesota.
Summit Brewery on Tuesday, May 10
5:00 - 7:30 pm
910 Montreal Circle, Saint Paul, MN 55102. Join us for a tour of a local brewing

legend, and sample the array of Summit beers. Pints are just $2, and we will
have complimentary delicacies from a local food vendor.
Please contact Chris Pommerenke at cpommerenke@pcamn.org to RSVP!

Upcoming Paper Tigers Screenings
CHI St. Joseph's Health and the Park Rapids School District
are partnering to have a viewing of Paper Tigers on May 12
at the Park Theater. This powerful documentary follows
students at an alternative high school which radically
changed its approach to disciplining students and becoming a model for how to
break the cycles of poverty, violence, and disease that affect families.
PACT for Families, a collaborative of Kandiyohi, McLeod, Meeker, Renville,
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1124582693529&format=html&print=true
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PACT for Families, a collaborative of Kandiyohi, McLeod, Meeker, Renville, and
Yellow Medicine Counties, is also hosting two viewings of Paper Tigers on today at
the Willmar Education and Arts Center.
Please contact Mary Weaver at mweaver@pcamn.org for more information.

Community Healing: "Standing up for the Children" 2016 Conference
The conference will be held on June 23-24, 2016 at Metropolitan State University, St.
Paul Campus. Open to men and women of all cultures working with the African
American community or interested in the topic.
The overall goal of this year's conference collaboration
is to build on evolving work and to reach more
community stakeholders. They realize that a stronger,
thriving African American community improves the
health of the community and the society as a
whole. Register and learn more here.

Upcoming Circle of Parents Facilitator Trainings
Upcoming trainings are being added including a Circle of
Parent's Children's Program training in the Metro Area for
the month of May, so make sure to keep an eye out for eblasts or newsletter information about when and where the
next Circle of Parents Facilitator Trainings are going to take place.

NEWS YOU CAN USE
Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance
Dr. Duckworth, a psychology professor at the University of Pennsylvania, has
some unexpected advice for parents. Raising a child with grit may mean
letting them quit. "Quitting is essential, especially when you're young," said
Dr. Duckworth, who was named a MacArthur "genius" in 2013 for her
development of the concept of "grit"- the combination of determination and
direction that drives some people to constantly work, improve and achieve.
"It's counterintuitive, especially for parents looking for an affirmation that
discipline and hard work are what matters - but interests come first."Learn
more here.
The Strong Evidence Against Spanking
The approval rate of spanking has decreased in the United States from 84
percent in 1986 to about 70 percent in 2012, but the practice is still a
common form of discipline. Researchers in a new meta-analysis concluded
that,"there is no evidence that spanking does any good for children
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1124582693529&format=html&print=true
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that,"there is no evidence that spanking does any good for children and all
evidence points to the risk of it doing harm."Read more here.
DONATE NOW!
With the support of individuals like you, we can eliminate child abuse in our state.
Thanks for joining MCCC in providing better outcomes for our children and
protecting our future.
Minnesota Communities Caring for Children
(651) 523-0099 | pcamn@pcamn.org | www.pcamn.org

Prevent Child Abuse Minnesota, 709 University Avenue, Suite 234, Saint
Paul, MN 551044804
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