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Call for Nominations for the 15th Annual 
Minnesota Pinwheels for Prevention Tribe/Community Awards 

Each year, Minnesota Communities Caring for Children (MCCC) spotlights statewide tribes and 

communities that have consistently worked to create safe, healthy and supportive environments for children 

and families. 

.  

 

Research, such as the ACE (Adverse Childhood Experiences) study and brain development in early 

childhood, reinforce the importance of prevention efforts.  Minnesota Communities Caring for Children 

recognizes and celebrates communities that enhance their prevention initiatives and family and children’s 

services. This community work is crucial to creating healthy environments where children and families can 

thrive.  

 

We invite ALL Minnesota tribes and communities to submit nominations.  Minnesota Communities Caring 

for Children is happy to present this award to communities that show strong, innovative, and successful 

efforts in creating cultures of prevention!  Specifically, MCCC is looking for: 

 

 Integration of the Protective Factors, Adverse Childhood Experiences study (ACEs), and/or brain science of 
early development 

 Creative exhibition of new prevention initiatives  

 Demonstrated culturally and linguistically appropriate initiatives 

 Strong sustainable, evidence/outcome-based practices in prevention with long-term impact likely 

 Innovative activities (especially for children ages 0 to 3) that can be replicated by others 

 

We can provide additional information to assist you in presenting the award to your local community 

leaders, representatives, administrators, commissioners, and/or tribal leaders.  MCCC also provides 

additional resources online and will highlight all award recipients’ prevention initiatives at 

www.pcamn.org. 

 

Minnesota Communities Caring for Children believes every tribe and/or community can be a Pinwheel for 

Prevention award recipient. Several groups receive this recognition year after year. Please provide as much 

information as possible about efforts within your community, demonstrate collaborative work of 

government, private and community agencies, and if possible, include one or two photos that help 

showcase your efforts.  

 

Contact Mary Weaver at 218-731-0705 or mweaver@pcamn.org  



Submit nominations on this form by Friday, March 17, 2017 to mweaver@pcamn.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nomination Form 2017 Pinwheel Tribe / Community Awards 

Date  

Name of nominated Tribe or 

Community entity  

 

Person completing nomination   

Address, City, State, ZIP  

Phone  

Email  

Name the programs/agencies that make up the community’s prevention efforts and initiatives: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Why are you nominating this tribe or community? Approximately 250 words. Include any documentation you think 

will strengthen the nomination (use additional paper if needed). Please highlight ways this county/tribe promotes the 

protective factors, new initiatives for the past year, culturally specific, and/or sustainable initiatives (please include 1-2 photos 

if possible). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Who should be contacted to receive the award on behalf of your tribe or community? 

Name  

Phone & Email address  

Agency/Organization  

Local Newspaper 

contact information 

 



Submit nominations on this form by Friday, March 17, 2017 to mweaver@pcamn.org 

 

Protective Factors 

Research has shown that the following protective factors have been linked to 

lower incidences of child abuse and neglect: 

Nurturing and Attachment • A child's early experience of being nurtured and developing a bond with a 

caring adult affects all aspects of behavior and development. When parents and children have strong, 

warm feelings for one another, children develop trust that their parents will provide what they need to 

thrive, including love, acceptance, positive guidance, and protection. 

Social and Emotional Development • A child’s ability to interact positively with others and 

communicate his or her emotions effectively helps parents be more responsive to their needs. When 

parents and children have strong, warm feelings for one another, children develop trust that their parents 

will provide what they need to thrive, including love, acceptance, positive guidance, and protection.  

Knowledge of Parenting and of Child and Youth Development • Discipline is both more effective and 

more nurturing when parents know how to set and enforce limits and encourage appropriate behaviors 

based on the child’s age and level of development. Parents who understand how children grow and 

develop can provide an environment where children can live up to their potential. Child abuse and 

neglect are often associated with a lack of understanding of basic child development or an inability to put 

that knowledge into action. Timely mentoring, coaching, advice, and practice may be more useful to 

parents than information alone.  

Parental Resilience • Resilience is the ability to handle everyday stressors and recover from occasional 

crises. Parents who are emotionally resilient have a positive attitude, creatively solve problems, 

effectively address challenges, and are less likely to direct anger and frustration at their children. In 

addition, these parents are aware of their own challenges—for example, those arising from inappropriate 

parenting they received as children—and accept help and/or counseling when needed.  

Social Connections • Evidence links social isolation and perceived lack of support to child maltreatment. 

Trusted and caring family and friends provide emotional support to parents by offering encouragement 

and assistance in facing the daily challenges of raising a family. Supportive adults in the family and the 

community can model alternative parenting styles and can serve as resources for parents when they need 

help.  

Concrete Supports for Parents • Many factors beyond the parent-child relationship affect a family’s 

ability to care for their children. Parents need basic resources such as food, clothing, housing, 

transportation, and access to essential services that address family-specific needs (such as child care and 

health care) to ensure the health and well-being of their children. Some families may also need support 

connecting to social services such as alcohol and drug treatment, domestic violence counseling, or public 

benefits. Providing or connecting families to the concrete supports that families need is critical. These 

combined efforts help families cope with stress and prevent situations where maltreatment could occur.  


